The clinical recovery of fattening pigs from respiratory disease after treatment with two injectable oxytetracycline formulations.
A double blind randomized clinical trial was performed with pigs suffering from clinical respiratory disease. The goal of the trial was to test the null hypothesis that the clinical recovery after treatment with two oxytetracycline injectables with different pharmacokinetic profiles (high peak concentration and low persistence versus low peak concentrations and long persistence) was similar. Fattening pigs (n = 529) were treated intramuscularly with either product A or product B at a dose of 20 mg OTC per kg b.w. when they showed signs of acute pneumonia, i.e., coughing, tachypnoea or dyspnoea combined with a rectal temperature of 40 degrees C or higher. When necessary, treatment was given again after 3 and/or 6 days. Both treatments resulted in a rapid fall in mean temperature and an improved clinical condition. In this trial no significant differences were found in clinical recovery between the two therapies as measured by group mean temperature, number of pigs requiring retreatment, and time to recovery. The conclusion that there was no important difference in clinical recovery between the treatment groups was made with a power of at least 90%.